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EDITORIAL

Francisco Carrasco, photograph by 
Cathy Buttersworth, performing at 
The Arts Centre, Edge Hill University 
2018

by Francisco Carrasco

I am excited and emotional 
– LUMA CREATIONS, also 
known as One Latin Culture, 
is TEN years old. In 2011, after 
much soul searching, Freddy 
Perez and I made the painful 
decision to close El Rincon 
Latino, the only Latin American 
cultural space in the city. The 
whole enterprise had been 
self-financed and we ended 
up with a mountain of debts. 
Afterwards I spoke to my 
closest friends, my family and 
a few personal advisors and 
decided I didn’t want to simply 
“go and get a job”. I had been 
involved in the Arts & Culture 
industries in this city since the 
early 90’s and knew I could 
find a job somewhere in that 
industry. I had been a Director 
of Brouhaha International, 
Liverpool Music Development 

Agency and worked in many 
capacities, however my dream 
of a Latin American cultural 
organisation was as strong as 
ever. With that in mind, I spoke 
with Freddy, and we decided 
to form One Latin Culture. 
Immediately afterwards 
we were asked to front the 
Carnival of Giants in Chester 
and spent 6 months creating, 
producing and delivering 
the event which included a 
national Carnival & Giants 
conference; which stopped us 
from moving OLC forward but 
gave me back the belief that I 
had made the right choice.

The road wasn’t easy, and in 
2013 Freddy chose to leave 
OLC to follow a different path. 
At that point Maya Mitter was 
already part of the organisation 
and with her stubborn support 
I kept moving forward, if ever 
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so slowly, with many set-backs 
and often wondering if we 
would ever get past it being 
simply a dream. One of the 
most important steps we took 
was believing in partnerships 
and collaborations. Working 
with others whilst supporting 
groups and individuals 
regardless of the stresses and 
strains of trying to make the 
organisation work.

In 2013 we connected with 
Diversity Magazine and 
developed a strong and 
creative collaboration where 
we co-produced the One 
World Festival, we partnered 
with City Centre Partnership 
and Bold Street Businesses’ 
group and closed Bold Street 
to create a wonderful Festival 
of World Culture where 
thousands of people came to 
enjoy the day – The festival fell 
on my 50th birthday and I felt it 
was a sign.

Since then, we have created 
many festivals and large scale 
events. As the organisation 
has grown we have brought 
together an amazing team 
who are as committed to the 
project as I have always been. 
The power of this journey is 
that it is a shared dream and I 
believe that it works because 
of the many voices that come 
together.

Some of the great highlights 
over the years are the Viva 
project, where we brought 
together the Latin American 
community through a family 
project and collaborated with 
the Museum of Liverpool Life. 
Our first crack at a puppet 
show where we brought to life 
Oscar J Carrasco’s beautiful 
story about a boy who goes 
looking for his name and finds 
himself, ‘Little Ears”, which 
we toured to all Libraries 
in Liverpool thanks to the 
collaboration with Liverpool 
Central Libraries & Information 
Services. Our involvement with 

the Giants and the River of 
Light, thanks to our work with 
Culture Liverpool (where we 
brought together drummers to 
perform on cars sitting on top 
of cars as they chased around 
Newsham Park and then the 
Strand; as well as creating a 
performance with the Clash of 
Drums for the River of Light). 

In 2017 we received 3 year 
funds through the Elevate 
programme (Arts Council 
England) for organisational 
development. This made 
an incredible impact on our 
organisation and has allowed 
us to move forward with our 
creative practice, including 
the production of Momentos, 
an original theatre production 
which we will be touring 
nationally in 2022, community 
engagement and training 
programmes. And then our 
Reaching Communities 3 year 
programme, Amistad, expertly 
led by Max Alder.

LUMA Creations is a cultural 
and arts organisation that 
believes in the power of 
diversity and that we have to 
act and carry the anti-racist 
flame at all levels; who we are, 
who we work with and who we 
represent. 

From our audiences and 
participants to our Board 
we strive to be many voices. 
Our team, of volunteers, staff 
and the board encompass 
the world. We are from Latin 
America, Africa, Middle East, 
Asia, Europe and the UK. 

We have always been 
committed to an inclusive 
practise where we promote 
everyone’s voice, and we 
do this by our actions. We 
believe that we must stand 
against racism, not only in 
what we say and what we 
write on social media, but also 
in our strategy documents. 
We must act accordingly by 
supporting, advising and 

creating a platform for artists, 
arts workers, communities and 
partners, who are excluded 
because of their ethnic origins. 

As we move forward into 
our second decade we will 
continue to champion the 
voices of our communities and 
Latin American & Diversity 
Artists. We thank all those who 
have gone on this journey with 
us and hope many more join 
us for our next decade.

Today the team comprises of 
an eclectic group of passionate 
and highly skilled individuals: 
Betty Ortiz (Mexico), Estibaliz 
Moure Abad (Chile), Maya 
Mitter (India), Oscar Carrasco 
(Chile), Maha Alhattab (Iraq), 
Linda Wilton (UK), Kindah Ali 
(Syria), Antonio de la Torre 
(Spain), Steve Hargreaves 
(UK), Max Alder (UK), Ilva 
Navarro Bateman (Colombia), 
Garth Dallas (Jamaica), 
Chris Bowker (UK), Pax Nindi 
(Zimbabwe), Lucia Acosta 
(Peru) and Patricia Baranda 
(Mexico).

I look forward to the next ten 
years and all the adventures 
we will enjoy together, 
including the creation of a Latin 
American Artists Network, our 
ongoing work to champion 
environmental sustainability 
and diversity, and our passion 
to create high quality arts and 
give voices to those who are 
not heard.

“ So many things 
happen in your presence,

the warmth reaches us 
from your embrace 

and your life, so much life; 
life that you gave us, 

and the deep tenderness 
that grows from within you, 

instilling the memories 
that now become your 

legacy.”



REVISTA LUMA 
MAY/JUNE 2021 - VOL. 10

SPECIAL EDITION
10 YEARS ANNIVERSARY4 5www.lumacreations.org

by P. Max Alder

Luma Creations’ community 
work has been a bedrock 
of the organisation since it 
started, and is one of the ways 
we develop work and engage 
with a range of communities 
across the city region, focusing 
on our central priorities, aims 
and themes of celebrating 
and promoting Latin American 
culture and its people. 
By working across varied 
communities in the Liverpool 
City Region, the North West 
and beyond, we have striven 
to give people a voice, support 
and improve their health and 
wellbeing and explore identity. 

We consistently work with 
a positive commitment to 
the environmental agenda, 
prioritising the use of recycled 
materials in workshops and 
performances, as well as 
focusing on digital marketing 
techniques to reduce the need 
for hard-copy distribution.

Examples include the 
work we’ve done with 
the Refugee support and 
advocacy organisation, 
4Wings over a number of 
years, as well as working 
with broader communities 
such as Clubmoor in North 
Liverpool, where we worked 
with schools, community 
centres and the public to 
deliver drumming sessions 
for young people, tackling 
road safety issues in primary 
schools where young people 
explored the dangers in their 
communities and how best 
to avoid and fix them, when 
living right by the very busy 
Queens Drive, and looking 
at the issues surrounding 
recycling and sustainability. 
We also worked with that 
community to experience and 
deliver a range of community 
performance events around 

non-British traditional 
Christmas celebrations, 
bringing in a range of creative 
performers, such as Spanish 
and Latin American dancers 
and musicians. All of this 
was funded through local 
government grants and 
budgets, and with an emphasis 
on art and creativity reaching 
out into wider communities and 
not always being focused in 
the city-centre.

Another large-scale community 
event was the Carnival of 
Giants in 2011/2012 with 
Cheshire County Council, 
which saw the engagement of 
over thirty community groups 
over a year, working with youth 
clubs, schools, community 
groups and specialist centres 
such as the Japanese Cultural 
Centre, all overseen by The 
Giants Company, a social 
enterprise organisation in 
Chester, who had a vision, but 
not the capacity to deliver such 
a large-scale event, and so 
brought Luma Creations (then 
known as One Latin Culture) 
in, as they knew we did. 
Some of the outcomes were 

the creation of a community 
drum group, linking to already 
established drum groups to 
create a performance piece, 
and groups participating and 
performing in the actual giants 
parade on the day. We also 
produced a National Carnival 
and Giants conference as part 
of the project.

Another major community 
project was Footprints, a 
health and wellbeing project 
working with elder’s groups 
such as Friendship House, 
Maritime Lodge, the Halewood 
Chronic Pain Group and 
the Dingle History Group, 
and refugee/asylum seeker 
groups like 4Wings and The 
Red Cross. This project gave 
participants the opportunity to 
share what they’d left behind 
on their journeys to the UK, 
or the ‘footprints’ of their lives 
having lived in this country 
for many years, as well as 
connect to each other through 
a variety of creative activities 
such as making, singing and 
storytelling, culminating in a 
performance event at Liverpool 
Central Library that exhibited 

LUMA’S COMMUNITY PROGRAMME

Cosmic Cafe, Amistad programme, photograph by Francisco Carrasco at 
John Archer Hall, 2019

all they’d learnt, shared and 
experienced, and truly allowing 
their voices to be heard.

Finally, another example is the 
current community project we 
have been running since April 
2019, Amistad. Amistad, which 
means ‘Friendship’ in Spanish, 
is a community creative arts 
project which confronts and 
tackles the issues of loneliness 
and isolation, developed and 
delivered by Luma Creations. 

The aim has been to research, 
develop and deliver a series 
of creative arts workshops 
and gatherings across three 
target groups, to tackle the 
issues of social isolation 
and loneliness. Through the 
delivery of creative workshops 
in storytelling, photography 
and video, music/drumming 
and craft/arts making and 
site-specific gatherings/
sharing events, we have 
enhanced and developed 
our work with people aged 
50+, refugees and the Latin 
American community, around 
the concerns of social isolation 
& loneliness which focuses on 
creative and developmental 
activities that find 
ways to enable 
participants to 
become more 
active, engaged 
and find their 
voice. 

The project 
started in 
April 2019 and 
has focused 
on working 
with the three 
specific groups; 
the Elderly, 
Refugees and 
Latin American 
Families, which 
Luma Creations 
has identified 
through its 
projects over the 
past couple of 
years, as some 

of the most vulnerable and 
therefore likely to experience 
severe loneliness and isolation.

“Loneliness is crippling, 
the monotony, the never-
ending cycle of day after 
day, week after week of 
not seeing or speaking 
to another person” BBC, 
Amazing Humans. Through a 
series of events and creative 
arts workshops, individuals 
and families have been 
engaged and encouraged to 
participate in activities that 
enable them to share their 
stories, experiences, gain 
new friendships, develop 
transferable skills, and 
celebrate their roots, their 
families and their communities. 
Breaking through barriers 
such as language, education, 
and trauma, some of the most 
isolated people in Liverpool 
have had their voices heard.

To date, the project has 
delivered: five “World Cafés”, 
an event where everyone 
involved in the programme is 
invited and we set up tables 
with writing and drawing 
equipment for people to share 

ideas, thoughts and feedback. 
We also offer refreshments 
and cultural food tasters. 
There is music from across 
the communities involved and 
each time we take a theme 
and share ideas and thoughts. 

The project has also 
planned and delivered 
creative workshops with 
several sheltered housing 
organisations and refugee 
groups and individuals; a 
two-day Fiesta Latina event 
at Edge Hill University; a six-
day online Latin American 
arts and culture festival, 
Feria Latina; and a number 
of creative workshops across 
the three main focus groups – 
all this has been with 4290+ 
participants so far.

Luma Creations’ Community 
Programme is extremely 
important to us, allowing us 
to be proactive, and not just 
reactive to the needs and 
wants of our core constituents, 
as well as putting our message 
out to the wider world and 
engaging a whole range 
of new communities and 
participants.

4Wings-LUMA collaboration project, photograph by Steve Hargreaves at LUMA Creations’ 
hub, John Archer Hall, 2019
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by Francisco Carrasco

Luma Creations has delivered 
many exciting festivals and 
events during its 10 year life, 
first as One Latin Culture 
(OLC) and then under the 
banner of Luma Creations.

In 2011 as we created OLC 
we became involved with 
The Giants, a Chester 
Arts Organisation which 
created large scale puppets 
and worked with different 
community groups in Cheshire 
– We became involved in, 
and co-created the Carnival 
of Giants, a local carnival 
that brought together giant 
puppets from across the UK, 
as well as those created with 
the many communities in and 
around Chester. In total, one 
hundred 15ft Giants were 
created and we worked with 
over 50 community, arts and 
cultural groups. The final event 
took place in Chester city 
centre and was attended by 

around 10,000 people. We also 
organised a Giants & Carnival 
National conference which 
was attended by Street Artists, 
Carnavalists and Giants 
makers from across the UK 
and Europe.

In 2012 we were commissioned 
to program and produce the 
re-launch of Castle Street in 
Liverpool City Centre (one 
of the most important streets 
in the city) in partnership 
with the Commercial District. 
We created a spectacle of 
Latin American Arts and 
culture, incorporating dance, 
live music, street arts and a 
cultural market. Closing the 
whole of Castle Street (which 
runs from Queen Victoria’s 
Monument to Liverpool Town 
Hall).

2013 & 2014 We programmed 
and co-produced the One 
World Festival with Diversity 
Magazine and delivered two 
exciting Festivals. For the 

first one, we worked with the 
businesses of Bold Street 
and the City Centre District 
– We closed the iconic Bold 
Street to traffic and placed 
a main music stage at the 
top and one at the bottom of 
the street. We also placed a 
trapeze mid-way. We created a 
marketplace with performers, 
craft and food stalls and café 
areas with artists from as 
far afield as Tanzania, Chile, 
Colombia and South Africa as 
well as Spain and other parts 
of Europe. For the second One 
World Festival we took over 
Williamson Square and filled 
it with stalls, performances 
and workshops from all over 
the world including Peru, 
China and India. Both festivals 
were highly successful with 
thousands of people attending.

Since 2015 we have delivered 
four Latin American Festivals 
including an extraordinarily 
successful online festival in Viva Project photograph by Francisco Carrasco at The Museum of Liverpool Life, 2013

FESTIVALS & EVENTS

“Pachamama” for Light Night, photograph by Steve Hargreaves at Liverpool Central Library, 2019

2020, where we presented 
over forty pieces of online 
content with commissions 
from artists in Colombia, Peru, 
Mexico, Chile and more. We 
have collaborated in these 
with Liverpool Central Library. 
Edge Hill University, University 
of Liverpool and many 
community organisations.

Some of our large scale 
outdoor events have included 
Pachamama which was a multi 
discipline performance outside 
Liverpool Central Library 
with over 20 performers and 
included dance, drumming, 
live music, circus arts, 
spoken word and light display. 
We collaborated with the 
Metropolitan Cathedral to 
present a fire, light, drumming 
and dance show again with 
over 20 performers at the 
steps of the Cathedral as part 
of Light Night in 2017. 

As part of our 10th 
Anniversary celebrations, we 
will be presenting a special 

Festival of Latin American 
Culture LA FERIA 10, with 
performances, participation, 
talks, conversations, shows, 
exhibitions and much more. 
The Festival will take place 

on the week of the 20th of 
September 2021 in several 
venues, including The 
Liverpool Playhouse, Central 
Library and District.

Drum Clash 3.0 for Light Night, photographer unknown, outside Liverpool 
Metropolitan Cathedral, 2018
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by Francisco Carrasco

Liverpool City Region has 
an extremely diverse Latin 
American community, however 
it is fairly invisible. The last 
census showed that Liverpool 
City Region was second only 
to London in the number of 
Latin Americans in the region. 
In the past decade Luma 
Creations has developed many 
projects with the community, 
delivering over eighty family 
days, facilitated hundreds of 
workshops, created space and 
programmes, supported new 
arrivals and created a range 
of artistic and cultural events 
promoting and celebrating 
Latin America, its culture and 
its people.

As the only cultural 
organisation working directly 
with the Lain American 
community in the region, 
Luma Creations is consistently 
developing new ways of 
creating spaces, projects 
and events to connect to the 
widely spread community. 
Unlike other communities, the 
Latin American community 
in the region is not based 
in a specific area, or has 
a dedicated centre, hence 

much of the work is finding 
new ways of connecting the 
different strands together. It 
is also important to highlight 
that there are people from 
most Latin American countries 
in the region and we need to 
support their own networking 
and be available if they require 
support and hep with a range 
of needs.

We deliver a range of projects 
and events including:

- Monthly Latin American 
Family Days, where families 
came together and have a 
space to chat, share food, 
music, stories and making 
workshops (this has been 
made extremely difficult 
throughout the last 15 
months). 
- We created a drum project 
with Latin American young 
people (La Comparsa) 
which brought many young 
people together and saw 
them perform in carnivals, 
festivals, regional and 
community events over a 
period of five years. 
- We have delivered many 
Latin American Cultural 
weekends since the 
organisation was created, 
bringing Latin American 
artists and facilitators from 
across the UK together with 
the community
- We have delivered health 
& wellbeing and cultural 
projects including VIVA 

LATIN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

La Comparsa, photograph by Freddy Perez performing at Brouhaha Carnival

LUMA team Fiesta Latina photograph by Steve Hargreaves, at The Arts 
Centre, 2019

Latin American Family Day, Amistad photograph by Francisco Carrasco at 
John Archer Hall, 2019

where we ran weekly 
creative workshops with 
Latin American families 
over a period of 6 months 
and collaborated with 
the Museum of Liverpool 
Life to create a day of 
Latin American cultural 
performances, workshops 
and storytelling. Many young 
people and families from 
the community took part in 
performances throughout 
the day. We are now looking 
to collaborate with the World 
Museum.
- We created this Newsletter 
REVISTA LUMA which 
began to give a bigger voice 
to Latin American artists 
and the community.

We have collaborated with 
the University of Liverpool, 
Edge Hill University, Liverpool 
Central Library and the 
Museum of Liverpool Life to 
create and deliver projects that 
bring the community together 
in different ways.

The past ten years have 
seen us support families, 
work with Latin American 

refugees, produce hundreds 
of sessions, over eighty family 
days and much more. We 
have helped Latin Americans 
with paperwork and their 
education and housing needs, 
helped them to understand the 
school system and supported 

them by translating important 
documents and delivered 
training in both creative and 
professional development 
to support them and their 
development and settling in to 
the region.

Matria performance photograph by Steve Hargreaves, at Leeds, 2017
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by Maya Mitter

A year before La Bomba was 
born, One Latin Culture as we 
were known then, occupied 
two basement rooms at no 17 
Hope Street in Liverpool. The 
doors were always open to 
people who had been involved 
with All Things Latin, One Latin 
Culture and El Rincon which 
had closed a few months 
before we set up in Hope 
Street. Almost all the creative 
types such as musicians 
and percussionists, artists, 
performers of all kinds and 
those looking to work with us, 
stopped by, and the air was 
filled with music and laughter 
and the ubiquitous sounds of 
Latin beats. The only person 
who did not participate was 
me. 

Seeing all the drums and 
occasionally when time 
was available, I would ask 
Francisco Carrasco if he 
would teach me how to play 
the drums and each time he 

would distract himself from 
doing so. I asked about the 
Cajon…”No you won’t be able 
to play that!” and every time I 
asked about any of the other 
drums dotted around the studio 
room, it became obvious that I 
wasn’t going to get anywhere 
pursuing these channels. 
Instead of drum lessons, I 
would get to hear a new song 
or a reworking of an old one 
that he had written, or we 
no longer had time to do the 
drums.

It occurred to me, that there 
were many drum troupes in 
Liverpool and the North West 
of England, and they were 
mostly Brazilian rhythms 
or a few African groups. 
Francisco wrote all the drum 
arrangements for all the 
projects we did, so it became 
clear that what was needed 
was to have a drum troupe 
that provided a different 
performance. It would have 
been easier to have a mixed 
drum group, but, another thing 

lacking in the city was an all 
female percussion group. I 
took the idea to Francisco and 
for the first time, he looked 
enthusiastic about teaching 
me how to play the drums, but, 
I was to find the people who 
would be interested in learning 
to play. 

The name La Bomba was 
a play on words, the bomba 
drum, La Bomba as in 
the bomb, and reclaiming 
a somewhat derogatory 
reference to women in some 
parts of Spain. A few women 
helped start the group up and 
many others were referred 
to us through word of mouth. 
Our favourite story is that of 
Beryl who beeped the intercom 
when we were all just about to 
start the workshop. She asked 
if we did Tai Chi, so we said 
no, but we could offer an all 
women drum group experience 
and she would be most 
welcome to join us, and she 
did and the rest as they say is 
history! I don’t think Beryl ever 
went to a TaiChi lesson. 

Within ten weeks we took part 
in the Brouhaha parade and 
that year in October we had 
our first paid gig at the National 
Black Police Association 
where we were spoiled with 
dinner & drinks. We were 
hoping that all our gigs would 
be like that, but, sadly it was 
not to be. Since then we have 
paraded in several Brouhaha 
parades, Light Nights, Festival 
of Firsts in New Brighton and 
Hoylake, New Brighton Love 
festival,  St Martin’s Peace & 
lantern parade in West Kirby, 
St Helens and travelled up 
to Darwen Lancashire and of 
course our favourite playing 
at being pirate drummers 
over a few years at the Pirate 
Festival on the Tall Ship Zebu. 
We even played at the evening 
wedding reception of one of “La Bomba” photograph by Graham Smillie, performing during Light Night Liverpool 2016, at Open Eye Gallery.

LA BOMBA

“La Bomba” photograph by Francisco Carrasco, performing during Pirate 
Festival at the Albert Dock 2017

our drummers. 

Our exciting rhythm journey 
around Latin America takes 
us to through Chile, Argentina 
Venezuela and other Latin 
American countries right 
through to Haiti & the only 
Zamba we play is from 
Argentina. Our performances 
have helped us build our 
confidence, learn completely 
new skills, build lasting 
friendships, help each other 
out when someone is in need. 
We have had visitors who 
have drummed with us from 
Sweden and New York and 
some of our families from 
overseas have been able 
to see us in performance 
and carried the name La 
Bomba with them. Many of 
our younger drummers have 
left to pursue careers and 
motherhood beckoned for a 
few with the hopes that they 
resume their drumming with us 
again as soon as their family 
responsibilities allow.

The pandemic saw us move 
online, for a few months and 
on a hiatus in 2021 while we 
negotiate new challenges 
finding safe ways to work face 

to face with all our colleagues 
and collaborators. La Bomba 
resumes in May 2021 at John 
Archer Hall with our first gig 

booked for the summer. We’re 
looking forward to many more 
adventures in the years ahead.

“La Bomba” collage of photographs by Maya Mitter, Light Night online 
performance during lockdown 2020
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LATIN AMERICAN MUSIC: AN OVERVIEW
by Oscar Carrasco

The music of Latin America 
is a living organism that 
has grown from the different 
communities that form the 
music of the continent, 
predominantly from the 
cultures of Indigenous, African 
and European populations. 

Latin American Music is not, 
as popularly known in the 
west, Salsa or Reggaeton they 
are just a minor element within 
the vast range of rhythms that 
are innately Latin American 
and actually more popular 
within the continent, like 
Mariachi from Mexico which 
have been adopted as far as 
the south of Chile, or Cumbia 
a rhythm born in Colombia but 
of which many countries in the 
continent will call their own. We 
could go on but it would need 
a deeper conversation than 
one article.

The different rhythms are 
arrived at after a long cultural 
conversation between the 
different communities that 
made up the populations of 
the continent, mostly as a 
vehicle to rescue their original 

traditions. The indigenous 
people we must remember lost 
almost 95% of its population, 
imagine how many of those 
were the keepers of history of 
their people, their deities and 
rituals, songs and creation 
myths. The African population 
also arrived with nothing of 
their own cultures, songs and 
beliefs. Then the European 

population which after their 
initial conquest begun to 
migrate and settled looking 
for a better life than back 
in their original countries, 
the vast majority were not 
members of the elite but 
skilled workers. Each one of 
these communities brought 
with them a style, form and 
perspective different to the 
others and begun mixing 
them together, adopting each 
other stories and rhythms, 
birthing from infancy a new 
sound and traditions directly 
connected to the experiences 
in each of the regions, 
whether geographically or 
the composition of their 
populations.

The development of these 
rhythms is directly linked to 
the struggles of its people, 
the most likely being social 
struggles but also catastrophes 
like hurricanes, earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions, poverty and 
suffering in general, always 
surrounded by hope. In short 
Latin American Music is the 
living expression of Latin 
American hopes, beliefs and 
experience, not just “Salsa”.

Oscar Carrasco, photographer 
unknown, at The Bluecoat Arts 
Centre 2015

“LUMA trio” at Feria Latina 2020 online, photograph by Antonio de la Torre

A VOLUNTEER’S EXPERIENCE

Linda Wilton, photograph by Anna 
Tallulah, performing with La Bomba 
at Brouhaha 2013

by Linda Wilton

From One Latin Culture 
(OLC) to the World
Having known Francisco for 
three or four years beforehand, 
I knew that OLC/LUMA was 
going to be something special, 
but I didn’t realise just how 
special.

My first adventure with OLC/
LUMA was joining La Bomba, 
an all- female drumming group 
which had started the year 
before. I was reluctant to join 
in the beginning because I had 
been with another drumming 
group for about 15 years at 
the time and wasn’t sure I 
would enjoy it as much. How 
wrong was I!? The whole group 
was very friendly (& a little bit 
crazy) and I was made to feel 
very welcome.

I learned lots of new rhythms 
that I hadn’t played before and 
performed in lots of different 
places, including street 
performances in support of the 
Moon Walk and Liverpool 10K 
as well as parks and libraries. 
We also performed on West 
Kirby beach for the annual 
lantern parade on many a 

cold winter’s night, warmed 
by a large bonfire and a hot 
toddy! There were lots of other 
adventures ahead too.

The first was Creative Futures, 
a training programme for those 
involved in the arts who want 
to develop good business 
skills to share their artistic 
practice with a wider audience. 
This was an excellent course, 
leading me in new directions 
and helping me recognise 
talents I didn’t know I had. I 
came out of it with great plans 
for future projects, which sadly 
had to be put on hold because 
of the pandemic. Roll on 2022!!

Following on from this, I was 
given yet another opportunity 
to develop creative skills by 
joining the writing workshop. 
Again, I met a new group of 
very interesting ladies from 
4Wings. We were able to 
meet in person during 2020 
which was really enjoyable as 
there were ladies from many 
different parts of the world and 
different cultures sharing their 
stories. Since the beginning of 
this year, we have continued 
to meet via ZOOM and with 
help and encouragement from 
Francisco and Max we have 
all continued to improve our 
writing skills. I have written 
poems, short stories and a 
very short article for Revista.

Each year, LUMA has 
presented a festival, in 2019, 
this was at Edge Hill University 
and was a whole weekend 
full of interesting and exciting 
performances from a wide 
variety of artists visiting 
Merseyside from across Latin 
America. Spectacular.

So, what would happen in 
2020 during a pandemic? 
I said at the beginning that 
LUMA under the leadership of 
Francisco, was special and it 
certainly proved to be so!!

It became a week-long 
international online festival 
called Feria Latina which 
was viewed and enjoyed 
by thousands of people 
from across the world. The 
artists who appeared were 
from right across Latin 
America. The festival included 
storytelling, making sessions, 
performances, dance, music 
and interviews. I was lucky 
enough to interview one of my 
favourite singers too. Another 
skill I didn’t know I had!

Being a small part of the 
activities of LUMA Creations 
has been a great privilege 
for me and has certainly 
changed my life for the better. 
I look forward with great 
joy and enthusiasm to our 
weekly ZOOM meetings of 
the volunteers. They are the 
highlight of my week during 
these crazy times and have 
always given me great support 
during difficult times. We all 
need at least one weekly 
smile!! This is where I get 
mine.

Thank you LUMA for all 
the wonderful things you 
do to bring a little bit of 
Latin American joy to the 
communities you work in. Long 
may it continue. Hoping to be 
around for the next 10 years!!

Linda Wilton, photograph by Maya 
Mitter, performing with La Bomba at 
Liverpool Central Library, 2018
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by P. Max Alder

As an organisation consisting 
primarily of artists, performers, 
writers and creatives, creative 
practise is the most important 
of our core activities as a 
cultural organisation and in 
everything we do, and which 
highlights the importance of 
artists being allowed and given 
the opportunity to do what they 
do – create art. It is integral 
to everything else we do, and 
by having the opportunities 
to explore, create, develop, 
produce and perform, we 
are more able to support the 
positive wellbeing not only 
of those who come to watch, 
but also for the many artists 
and cultural organisations we 
engage with. We always aim 
to test, experience and have 

fun to find new ways of doing 
things and connecting to new 
people and audiences.

Fundamentally, Luma 
Creations was set up to not 
only represent the art and 
culture of Latin America, but to 
allow Luma’s artists to explore 
their own creative drives and 
ambitions and create new 
work which has an impact 
and relevance in the wider 
artistic and cultural world. 
Starting with the principal of 
any idea is worth exploring 
and expanding upon, Luma 
has always encouraged its 
core artists, and those we work 
with, to bring ideas to the table, 
which the organisation can 
then take and run with where 
appropriate. We have always 
understood the importance 

of the need to be creative, to 
explore new ideas and create 
across a range of artforms and 
disciplines, in order to develop, 
move forward and keep people 
coming back again and again 
to see and engage with the 
work we produce.

There are numerous examples 
of Luma’s creative practise. 
The primary schools’ puppet 
show “Little Ears”, came about 
as a result of a story written 
by Oscar Carrasco for his son 
many years ago, and was 
first developed as a simple 
storytelling production. But we 
recognised the importance 
and value of the piece for 
wider audiences, so set to 
developing it into a full stage 
production with puppets and 
live actors to tour around 
community library venues 
across Liverpool for invited 
audiences from local primary 
schools, many of whom 
had never seen a live piece 
of theatre before. With it’s 
core messages of identity, 
sustainability and family, the 
young audiences got the 
chance to explore their own 
position in this world, as 
well as learn about different 
cultures and the need to 
respect and look after limited 
global resources, with our 
using recycled materials to 
create the puppets, the set and 
many of the instruments.

Momentos was a very 
powerful depiction of the 
struggles and issues faced by 

LUMA’S CREATIVE PRACTISE

“Summer Music Project” , photograph by Francisco Carrasco, at Blackburne House 2018

those who have been exiled 
from their homeland due to 
political upheaval, and gave 
our Creative Director, 
Francisco Carrasco, 
the opportunity to 
explore and create 
a piece of theatre 
which was not only 
very personal, 
but relevant and 
pertinent to many 
others. “Momentos” 
is a powerful 
representation of 
a deeply moving 
story that takes 
the audience on a 
journey of struggle, 
hope, fear and 
determination, highlighting 
critical moments that changed 
a nation and incorporates 
theatre, storytelling, live music, 
movement and multi-media, as 
well as songs from the Chilean 
popular song movement of the 
time. Prior to the pandemic, 
Luma was planning to take the 
piece on a national tour, taking 
this often hidden and forgotten 
piece of history to new 
audiences across the UK, as 
well as engaging the Chilean 
and Latin American diaspora 
in an event very close to their 
own hearts and experiences.

There are of course many 
other examples of Luma’s 
creative practise; from 
delivering three separate 
performances for the Clipper 

Race, with 
a focus on 
culturally 
relevant 
dance 
and music 
related to the 
countries the 
race would 
be visiting; to 
producing a 
spectacular 
experimental 
dance, music 
and light 
show for 

Liverpool Light Night to a huge 
audience at the foot of the 
Metropolitan Cathedral; and 

to performing for the crowds 
watching the Netball World 
Cup, working with our long-

term women’s drum group, La 
Bomba.

Fundamentally, we aim to 
have fun, explore new and old 
ways of working, be relevant 
and always move with the 
times and be proactive. A clear 
example of this is Journeys 
to the Underworld, an online 
film which explored the issues 
surrounding asylum seekers 
and their journeys to the UK. 
It was originally intended to 
be a live performance piece, 
but due to the pandemic 
restrictions, we had to quickly 
adapt and restructure the 
piece so that we could still put 

out there what we 
wanted to do, and 
still reach people 
who were not 
allowed to come 
and watch a live 
show. Coupled 
with the numerous 
productions and 
films we created 
for our festival, 
La Feria, in 
September 2019, 
we have shown 
that whatever the 
world throws at 
us, we will ensure 

that we continue to create new 
work that is fun, thoughtful, 
inspiring and relevant.

“Momentos”, still from video by Antonio de la Torre, at Unity 
Theatre 2017

Oscar Carrasco with children at Music Week St Mathews, photograph by 
Francisco Carrasco, 2016

Antonio de la Torre making puppets photograph by Francisco Carrasco, 2019

“Little Ears” photograph by Steve Hargreaves, performed at 
Liverpool Central Library, 2019
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by Francisco Carrasco

A Chilean Story is a project 
that aims to research the 
heritage of the Chilean 
Community in the Liverpool 
City Region from 1970 to the 
present day
This story has 
never been told 
and there is 
nowhere people 
can learn about 
the incredible 
heritage of this 
community. The 
project presents 
the stories of 
Chileans and 
the Chilean 
community who 
have lived in the 
Liverpool City 
Region since the 
seventies.

It tells some of the 
story of Chileans 
who came to the 
region as exiles 
from the military 
dictatorship of 
1973 and those 

who have come and made 
Liverpool their home for so 
many reasons. Some of the 
stories are about Chileans 
who have returned or moved 
to other places and have had 

an impact on Liverpool and the 
community.

Within the project we are 
focusing on three main 
aspects:

- Personal stories from 
members of the Chilean 
Community

- The Chilean Solidarity 
Campaign

- Chilean Culture and 
Liverpool

This is an Oral History Project 
and the stories are recounted 
by participants who tell their 
personal stories in their terms 
and share what they wish to 
share. As such this is not a 
complete representation of 
the Chilean community in the 
region, it is simply part of the 
story, told through the voices of 
the protagonists.

The Chilean Solidarity 
Campaign in Merseyside 
was the first in the UK (many 

A CHILEAN STORY

Merseyside Chile Solidarity Campaign, Angela & Phil Thew, Pedro Fuentes & Juan Meza, 
photographer unknown, Liverpool 1990

say it was the first in Europe) 
when Dockers, University 
lecturers & students and 
others came together on the 
evening of the Coup in Chile 
(11 September 1973). This was 
the beginning of a new way 
of doing solidarity and set the 
landscape for other solidarity 
campaigns to come, including 
the Nicaraguan, Cuban 
and Palestinian solidarity 
campaigns.

Chileans began to arrive in 
Merseyside as refugees and 
exiles after the Coup in ’73 
and they brought with them 
music, food, dances and a 
different way of celebrating 
their roots. The music, which 
included the panpipes and the 
Andean rhythms and melodies, 
opened the way to those 
groups later on busking in the 
city centres of the UK and 
Europe. In Liverpool, music 
groups playing Chilean and 
Latin American protest songs 
performed in solidarity events 
and became integral to the 
movement. The food became 

more popular and 
Valparaiso, the Chilean 
restaurant named after 
the main port of Chile 
became a staple in 
the cuisine culture of 
the city. From these 
humble beginnings 
Latin American culture 
began to flourish in the 
city.

The diverse voices 
of Chileans, our 
supporters and allies, 
are vibrant and all 
deserve their own 
project. Here we 
present a number 
of the stories, sadly, 
some of them will not 
be told as they were 
lost with the passing 
of the people we were 
hoping to interview 
for the Chilean Story 
project. There are many 
additional elements to 

this story and we will continue 
to collect them, for this is a 
never ending project.

We hope that the exhibition 
of stories, photographs and 
images will be toured to 
Libraries across the city region 
as part of the legacy element 
of the project and through this, 
as well as the archive material 
at Liverpool’s Central Library, 
more people can learn about 
this story of courage, new 
friendships and how Chileans 
made a small mark in the 
history of this wonderful region.

The project is creating an 
archive which will be held in 
the Archives Department of 
Liverpool Central Library and 
aims to publish a book of the 
stories with an exhibition to go 
hand in hand with the book 
and the archive.

It is funded by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund.

Valparaiso Restaurant photograph by Francisco Carrasco, Liverpool 2010. 
Restaurant was owned by Julio Arellano, Chilean exile & Chilean consul in 
North U.K. Cruel Separation film poster. Premiered in 

Liverpool 2008

Passport photograph Familia Carrasco Espindola (passport only valid to 
leave the country), 1975 
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10 THINGS ABOUT... LATIN 
AMERICA

10 THINGS 

ABOUT...

LATIN 

AMERICA

1. Most urbanized 
region

About eighty percent 
of Latin American 
inhabitants reside in 
cities, making it the 
most urbanized region 
in the world.

2. Over 70 uncontacted tribes

It is believed there are over seventy uncontacted 
tribes living in Latin America. Most of which 
are known to reside in Brazil, Peru, Bolivia and 
Venezuela in the Amazon rainforest.

3
3. More than 370 languages are spoken 
throughout

There is more than Spanish, Portuguese and 
French speakers! There are over 370 languages 
spoken throughout Latin America. But many are 
disappearing with decreasing cultural value, 
speakers and without schools that teach them. It 
is claimed that upon first contact by Europeans 
in the 15th century, there were over 1,500 
languages spoken.

4. Fish rains sometimes

There is a small town in the North of Honduras 
called Yoro where at least once a year, when 
the season changes from spring to summer, the 
streets get filled with small silver fishes that fall 
from the sky. 4
5. Legal rights of Pachamama

There is a strong social movement where Latin 
American countries are recognizing Nature 
as an entity whose rights are included in their 
Constitution and can be defended in court. 
So far this has been approved in Ecuador 
and Bolivia but there are similar initiatives in 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Brazil, Argentina and 
Mexico.

5

2
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by Betty Ortiz

6
6. A third of the world’s freshwater reserves

The vast extension of Latin America means 
the region has many different ecosystems and 
it benefits of a rich biodiversity. For example, 
Ecuador is the country with more streams 
per square meter in the world. Therefore, it is 
no surprise Latin America holds a third of the 
world’s freshwater reserves.

 

7. Six Latin American countries are in the top 
ten happiest countries.

According to the Happy Planet Index (2016) 
there are six Latin American countries in 
the top ten happiest countries. This index is 
calculated by the experienced wellbeing and 
life expectancy then divided by their ecological 
footprint.

8. Plenty of volcanoes & earthquakes

The west coast of Latin America is part of the 
Pacific Ring of Fire. This region concentrates 
more than 75% of active & dormant volcanoes 
in the world and 90% of its seismic activity. 
According to daily updates there are 22 active 
volcanoes in Latin America. Chile calculates 
there are over 500 potentially active volcanoes 
in their territory.   

9. Same day Atlantic sunrise and Pacific 
sunset

When in Panama, you can enjoy the dawn 
looking at the Atlantic horizon and later, on the 
same day you can be delighted with the sunset 
facing the Pacific.

10. Highest City in 
the world

La Rinconada is a 
small population in 
Peru based at 
5,111 MASL (meters 
above sea level). 

7
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
by Francisco Carrasco

LUMA CREATIONS thrives 
on partnerships. We value 
collaborations and they are 
core to our development 
and the way we have always 
worked. Since the beginning of 
our journey in 2011, we have 
produced some of our best 
work through collaborations, 
and we have always learned 
and grown because of them.

We have been very lucky 
to partner some wonderful 
organisations, too many to 
mention them all, however 
some that have had a major 
effect in our development 
include:

- Our first collaboration 

pretty much straight after 
we became a constituted 
organisation was The 
Giants in Chester (2011), 
with whom we co-produced 
the Carnival of Giants and 
a national Giants/Carnival 
conference. Our ongoing 
collaboration with Global 
Carnival Network was 
crucial in making this work.
- The Commercial District 
gave us our first major 
commission as we produced 
the re-launch event for the 
newly refurbished, iconic, 
Castle Street in 2012 with a 
Taste of Latin America, with 
live music, dance, street 
theatre and a small market 
place.

- The great support and 
partnership from the 
Liverpool Spanish Circle 
including Family days, 
networking, and many 
projects and events.
- Our amazing partnership 
with Diversity Magazine 
to create the 2013 & 2014 
One World Festival, which 
brought together an exciting 
array of artists from the 
five continents and bathed 
Bold Street and then 
Williamson Square in colour, 
and which celebrated the 
power of diversity, and 
consequently created our 
ongoing partnership with the 
wonderful Dallas Consulting.

by Estibaliz Moure Abad

When I returned to Liverpool 
(5 years ago), I looked for an 
organisation or space related 
to Latin American culture, 
that’s how I came across 
LUMA Creations on 
the internet. I wrote to 
them to learn about the 
work they did and what 
they were about and we 
agreed to meet so we 
could get to know each 
other. 

I am Chilean, an actor 
and drama teacher, 
and in those days I had 
just finished a masters 
in Cultural Production 
Management, and I 
was looking for a space 
where I could develop my 
professional and creative 
practice, and the truth is 
that in LUMA I found a lot 
more than that. 

The first project I was 
lucky enough to work 
on was “Momentos”, a 
theatre piece about my 

country’s history. It had been 
a few years since I had acted 
and this was the first time I did 
so in a language which wasn’t 
mine. The experience gave 

me back something, 
it was rediscovering 
the enjoyment, the 
reminder of who I 
am and the chance 
to test what I could 
accomplish. As well as 
the chance to share 
and raise awareness of 
an important part of our 
history.

That’s how this journey 
began, where I found 
much more than what 
I was looking for. We 
have realised projects 
based on theatre, 
music, dance, puppetry, 
Latin America, families, 
children and their 
communities and 
women. I have been 
able to develop in what 
I know, as much as 

an artist as around project 
development. But I have also 
learnt new things and I have 
come across new professional 

JOURNEY WITH LUMA AS AN ARTIST

“Little Ears”  photograph by Antonio de la Torre, performing at Toxteth Library, 2017

Latin American Weekend, 
photograph by BarbarossaPhoto, at 
Liverpool Central Library 2018

Estibaliz & LUMA drummers, Cipper Race, photograph by Steve Hargreaves, at 
Albert Dock, 2018

Drum Clash 2.0, photograph by Steve Hargreaves, at 
Capstone Theatre, Hope University 2018

challenges. The doors to create 
and put ideas forward have 
opened. But it hasn’t only been 
that; in LUMA I found a safe 
space, a connection with my 
roots, something like a family. 

In these moments of lockdown 
and social distancing, in which 
this virus has taken over 
everything, we have been 
there, maintaining contact, 
creating from 
this new 
stage and 
hanging on.

Being a 
migrant 
is never 
easy, and 
independent 
of the 
motivations 
that move us 
to leave our 
home, it is a 
path where 
we often find 
loneliness, 
uncertainty 
and fear. 
That is why 
finding a 
space that 
connects 
you with 

who you are and allows you 
to share with others, like you, 
and with your new home, 
it becomes more human, 
together and incredibly artistic.

... continues on next page
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For more information visit www.lumacreations.org

Let us know what you think and if you wish to contribute 
email hola@lumacreations.org

Scan the QR code and sign up to receive the online 
version of Revista LUMA every month. You will also find 
links so you can follow and subscribe to all our social 
media channels:

- Our ongoing partnership 
with Liverpool Central 
Library and Information 
Services, with whom we 
have produced tours and 
events, allowed us to 
re-discover our beautiful 
festival of Latin American 
Culture which grows from 
strength to strength every 
year.
- In 2014 we joined the 
COoL Collective (Creative 
Organisations of Liverpool), 
giving us a sense of 
belonging to a progressive 
network of arts and cultural 
organisations in the 
Liverpool region
- We also began a 
wondrous partnership 
with 4Wings CIC, who 
work with asylum seekers 
and refugee women; 
a partnership which is 
stronger than ever today, 
and has seen us co-

produce many cultural and 
creative programmes.
- Our partnership with 
WEA through the European 
Community Fund that has 
allowed us to develop 
an incredibly successful 
training programme for 
freelancers, artists and 
arts workers developing 
professional practice.
- Our ongoing collaboration 
with Culture Liverpool, who 
have commissioned us 
to deliver work as part of 
many of their large scale 
events including the Giants, 
LIMF, Tall Ships, the 
Clipper Race, The River of 
Light and the Netball World 
Cup.
- Our partnership with 
The Arts Centre , Edge 
Hill University, with whom 
we have produced a Latin 
American Festival and 
delivered a performance 
programme for their annual 

Welcome Day.
- John Archer Hall where 
we are based and which 
has been instrumental in a 
number of our community 
projects and also houses 
other arts organisations 
with whom we continuously 
collaborate.

Other special mentions 
include: Katumba, WOW, 
Movema, Sola Arts, The 
Belvedere Centre & Spanglo, 
Warp Liverpool, Capoeira for 
All. 

Much of this would not have 
been possible without the 
support of the many funders 
who have backed our work in 
the past ten years, including: 
Arts Council England, 
Reaching Communities & 
Awards for All, Heritage 
Lotteries, European Social 
Fund, Granada Foundation, 
Charities Aid Foundation, 
Liverpool City Council & 
Wirral Borough Council.

... continued from page 23

We have also received support from: Charities Aid Foundation, Granada Foundation, Radcliffe Trust, 
Liverpool City Council, Imagine Wirral, Edge Hill university, Awards for All, Leeds University, Liverpool 
University and Chester City Partnership.
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